There is increasing need to be able to reliably diagnose Alzheimer's Disease (AD) in the NHS. With an aging population, the number of patients expected to have dementia is predicted to double by 2030 (www.dementia2010.org). Despite developments in NHS memory clinic services, currently, 50% of patients with dementia may never receive a formal diagnosis and many do not receive a diagnosis until they are in the moderate/severe stages. There is a need to develop measures to assess dementia that are valid, sensitive, reliable and, importantly, fit for use in routine care. The demand on the NHS dementia care pathway, with high numbers of referrals and limited clinician time, means assessments need to be quick, easy to administer and cost effective.
